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Those who do not believe that freedom can be won only
by peaceful means, who, being Hindus, are not ready to give up
the practice of untouchability, who are not good at spinning, who
have not completely forsworn foreign cloth, who do not exclusively
wear hand-spun and hand-woven khadi, and who do not reco-
gnize the need for unity of the Hindus, the Muslims, the Sikhs,
the Parsis, the Christians and the Jews, should not even think of
courting arrest and should decidedly abandon the idea of getting
their names enrolled as volunteers.
Those who have not purified themselves or have not given
up liquor, will be rendering a service to the country by keeping
away from this holy war, for by doing so they will show that they
understand their limitations.
Those who get enrolled as volunteers will have to provide their
own maintenance. They should not expect the Congress com-
mittee concerned to provide it. A person who desires to serve
the country but cannot find a single friend to finance his needs
at such a juncture cannot, in my view, be fit for national service*
A volunteer's expenses cannot be heavy and surely they cannot
be a burden on anyone.
What I have said about men applies to women too. Although
it is not necessary to bring them out to court arrest, such of them
as have tasted the nectar of patriotism should, however, keep
themselves ready.
A friend from Kathiawar inquires what people in Indian
States can do. Subjects of these States should not be enrolled within
the States themselves. Such of them, however, as wish to court
imprisonment may register their names with the Provincial Conv-
mittee and even those who are not ready to register their names
may cultivate the qualities I have mentioned as necessary for
volunteers.
Our calm and patience will justify themselves and be ap-
preciated as evidence of true courage only if we thus prepare
ourselves and keep ready in our thousands to fill the jails. If,
when the time comes, we are unable to display such strength
and make the required sacrifices, we shall be looked down upon
as spineless cowards. I have, however, no misgivings about Guja-
rat's courage.
All that I desire is that wisdom should accompany courage.
The wisdom we require is about the need for swadeshi and for
eradicating untouchability. Every person should enlighten his or
her family and every married man should educate his wife about
these matters. Our women have not yet developed sufficient